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MORRISON AND FARRALL ROADS, MIDVALE — INTERSECTION 
Grievance 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [9.41 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport and pertains to the 
intersection of Morrison and Farrall Roads in my electorate. I note that if one is approaching that intersection 
from the east, one has to go over the railway crossing on Morrison Road.  

The minister is aware that over the past couple of years I have written to him about this issue on a number of 
occasions. There have been a lot of accidents at that intersection, and it is widely regarded as a deathtrap; it is 
certainly an accident blackspot. After I wrote to the minister last year, a motorist was killed at this intersection. I 
will quote what appeared on PerthNow at 10.37 am on 10 August 2012 — 

POLICE are seeking the public’s help with their investigation into a fatal crash in Midvale on 
Wednesday, which claimed the life of a 25-year-old man.  

At about 6.45am, a white Toyota Landcruiser wagon, which was being driven by a 26-year-old Swan 
View man, was travelling west along Morrison Road and a silver Daewoo Nubira wagon was travelling 
east along Morrison Road. 

The two cars collided at the intersection of Farrell Road.  

The driver of the Toyota was not injured, but the 25-year-old Morley man who was driving the Daewoo 
died at the scene.  

Major Crash investigators would like to hear from anyone who was travelling along Morrison Road or 
was at the traffic lights at Farrell Road at the time and may have seen the crash or either vehicle prior to 
the crash.  

An article about this crash appeared on the front page of the Hills Gazette, which is a community newspaper, and 
on its online site. The website notes that Morrison Road was closed for more than three hours after the incident, 
and that major crash officers were investigating. When articles appear online, various people comment on them, 
and a lot of local people commented at that time. On 15 August, someone called Kelly wrote — 

after growing up in this area all my life, its safe to say this is a blackspot. so many times ppl are left 
assuming the traffic because they cant see past objects, and have no assistance with the lights because 
of lack of arrows. i have almost been cleaned up and seen ppl almost get cleaned up but as usual, 
someone has to die in order for the problem to require a solution. for once im glad i was late to work.. 
because thats the time i usually travel through those lights … 

On 8 August, someone called Aimee wrote — 

Such a terrible intersection, maybe now that someone has sadly been killed they might think about 
putting arrows here!! 

Someone called Marisa wrote — 

I totally agree with the comment made by Alison, this intersection requires turning arrows on all sides. 
The intersection gets very busy and it was only a matter of time before a serious accident happened. 
Something so simple could have saved a person’s life. 

A lot more comments of that nature appear there. A community news article appeared in the Hills Gazette 
headed “Fix this death trap”. That article reads — 

In the wake of the tragedy, Midland MLA Michelle Roberts has renewed her push for the state and local 
governments to take action and make the intersection safer. 

Ms Roberts wrote to Transport Minister Troy Buswell in June and July this year expressing her 
concerns. 

In June, Ms Roberts said her office had received a number of complaints about excessive traffic using 
Myle Road in Swan View to avoid the Farrall Road lights. 

Then a quote from me — 

“They (residents) state this is a faster and safer alternative, as negotiating the right turn at Farrall Road 
is extremely dangerous, leading to a number of near-miss accidents as drivers try to negotiate the turn,” 
Ms Roberts wrote. 

That is a quote from the letter I wrote to the minister over a year ago. 
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In June and July 2012, I wrote to the minister pointing out how dangerous this intersection is, and then in 
August, sadly, a motorist died at that intersection. I have been calling for turn arrows and so forth to be put at 
that location for a long time now. I have had some responses from the minister’s office, mainly from Michael 
Buba, principal policy adviser, who, for example, wrote to me last year and advised me to look at the 
$20 million annual blackspot program or the state road funds for local government program and so forth. I have 
also been in touch with the Shire of Mundaring, which has drawn up plans. It is seeking the blackspot funding to 
put those plans into action.  

I also tabled a petition last year about this intersection from 573 people, calling for that upgrade. The Shire of 
Mundaring has provided me with a concept plan that it has put in for blackspot funding. The current advice to 
me and my office is that if we are lucky, we will get the blackspot funding. But even if we get the blackspot 
funding, the works for the right-hand turn arrows and revised intersection proposed by the Shire of Mundaring 
probably would not commence until May 2014. That is unacceptable; it should have been fixed by now. The 
Shire of Mundaring is not flush with funds to undertake this kind of expenditure. I think it should be getting the 
blackspot funding. If there is any possible way the minister could bring forward the blackspot funding for this 
intersection, I implore him to do so before someone else is killed or seriously injured at this intersection.  

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.48 am]: I thank the member for Midland for 
raising this matter today. The member is right; this is not a particularly safe intersection. I have some traffic data 
for the five-year reporting period to December 2012, which I think includes the fatality the member has just 
referred to. There have been 33 crashes, one fatality—tragically, as the member pointed out—three crashes 
requiring hospitalisation, and five medical treatments and so on. In terms of crash frequency around the state, 
this intersection is currently ranked at 691. However, I am of the view that those rankings do not often reflect the 
reality on the ground at those intersections, so I am not using that as an excuse — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: And it’s near a couple of schools as well.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes; I am not disputing that at all, but that is just the statistical presentation of the 
circumstance.  

The member is right; there has been quite a volume of correspondence between the member and my office in 
relation to this issue for some time. The first few letters involved the member writing to us, requesting funding—
I think there are two or three letters to that effect. We wrote back and pointed out that although Main Roads 
Western Australia has a responsibility for maintaining traffic lights and providing advice, the project would have 
to be progressed by the local government. In fact, it is now being progressed by the local government. The 
intersection is under the control of the City of Swan and the Shire of Mundaring, but the City of Swan has taken 
a lead role in the application. The member wrote to us and we wrote back to her. The member wrote back to us 
in July 2012 saying that the Shire of Mundaring was bemused by our response—in other words it did not believe 
us—when in fact it needed to progress this through the black spot funding program.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I have written numerous letters to the minister and the Shire of Mundaring, and I have also 
written to the City of Swan.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am just outlining the process. Following the member’s letter in July about how the Shire 
of Mundaring was bemused, how this was our responsibility and how we should be progressing it under the 
black spot funding process, we wrote back to her again in August 2012. The member then wrote to us again in 
June this year and we wrote back in July and were able to confirm with her that the Shire of Mundaring and the 
City of Swan had made a joint funding submission. The issue is that that submission missed the funding 
deadline, which was about May 2013, when the funding decisions for black spot allocations were finalised for 
this financial year. That is in the past but, clearly, if that application had been made a little earlier it would have 
been considered as part of the 2013–14 funding round, and it was not. It is now in the system. The Shire of 
Mundaring and the City of Swan have made their application and it will work through the process by which that 
funding is allocated, and a decision will be made in May next year.  
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Is it only the decision that will be made in May? 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They will be informed.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: So any works will be beyond May 2014? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It will be in the 2014–15 financial year. I will not beat around the bush. If they had 
accepted our advice that was provided to the member two years ago—I am not having a go at the member about 
this—they could have had the funding submission in earlier, but they did not. I know how it works; the member 
would have just passed on our advice, so I am not being critical of the member because that is her role. However, 
if they had done that earlier, they would have got into an earlier funding round. I am not in a position to unpick 
this year’s black spot funding program because that has already been allocated. It is a pretty onerous process, 
with the funding going to important intersections. Main Roads Western Australia has indicated its support for 
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what is happening here and the funding will be progressed as part of next year’s funding. I am happy to have 
another look at the matter. I have had many discussions with the Shire of Mundaring and the City of Swan 
around a range of road projects. I will have to check my notes but I am not sure that this was a priority that was 
ever discussed. It may have been discussed—I am not saying that it was not.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: The City of Swan covers nearly a quarter of the metropolitan area and it is chasing huge 
amounts of money for the Lloyd Street underpass and major highways. This is an intersection so it is probably 
not ranking highly on the City of Swan’s big list, but for the people in Swan View and Midvale this is possibly 
their number one issue.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am not saying it is not important. I have spent a lot of time with those local 
governments. When we met with the Shire of Mundaring the principal issue was safety on Great Eastern 
Highway in the town centre, which has been addressed. Further east from Glen Forrest, some shoulders have 
also been put in. The City of Swan also had a range of issues. It is tragic when people are killed on our roads. To 
give an example, I recall being on the intersection of Gnangara Road and West Swan Road announcing some 
funding to upgrade intersections, which I think has been pretty much done now. Within two weeks of that 
announcement, a terrible accident occurred there in which a lady lost her life. It is just horrible.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: This is not of the same order of expense as an intersection.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We will certainly monitor its progress. I will have a conversation again with the City of 
Swan, in particular. The member is right; its financial means are probably more substantial than those of the 
Shire of Mundaring, and we will see what we can do to perhaps speed up works that need to happen at this 
intersection. I cannot give any guarantee of that today. I saw the mayor and the chief executive officer the other 
night and I am due to catch up with them between now and the end of the year, or perhaps early next year, and I 
will raise the issue and have a look at it then.  
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